
 
 
 
 
June 7, 2017
 
 
 
 
 
Dear North Haven Boards of Selectmen and Education:
 
 
It has recently come to my attention that the Town of North Haven plans to install several artificial turf 

fields made with crumb rubber. I am writing to urge you to reconsider these plans as there is currently 

not enough scientific evidence to support that crumb rubber is safe. 

 

Studies have shown that rubber crumb taken from synthetic turf fields contain hazardous materials such 

as volatile organic chemicals, including polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, and semi volatile organic 

chemicals (SVOCs). Some of these chemicals are known or suspected carcinogens. There are many 



chemicals in crumb rubber that are yet to be characterized. Over the past several years, worldwide public 

health concerns have been raised about the potential exposure of athletes to these compounds through 

inhalation, ingestion, or dermal contact with tire crumb rubber. However, exposure and health data are 

very limited.

 

Thus, scientists continue to study crumb rubber in an attempt to determine whether it is safe to be used in 

applications such as artificial turf. There is currently a nationwide study underway conducted by the 

EPA, CDC and CPSC which aims to study crumb rubber more comprehensively. I and my colleagues, 

Drs Caroline Johnson and Anne Marie Jukic are also studying crumb rubber using mass spectrometry-

based metabolomics and questionnaire data to assess human exposure and short-term health effects, 

leading the way for functional studies and interventions.  

 

In summary, given the current state of insufficient data to support the safety of crumb rubber in artificial 

turf, I strongly urge you to reconsider your choice of crumb rubber fields for your town. If athletics clubs 

like Ajax in the Netherlands remove the crumb rubber field for their facilities for health concerns, why 

should we consider installing them.   I would be more than glad to present all these to your town if you 

wish. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 

     
 
Dr. Vasilis Vasiliou, Ph.D.
Professor and Chair
Department of Environmental Health Sciences
Professor of Ophthalmology & Visual Sciences
Yale School of Public Health / Yale School of Medicine
Editor-in-Chief, Human Genomics
60 College Street, Rm. 511 | PO Box 208034 | New Haven, CT 06520-8034 
203.737.8094 | fax 203.737.6023
vasilis.vasiliou@yale.edu 



 
 


